


Vater’s back-knife lathe making the cut
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skill and time to operate, but the results are
well worth the effort”

“Things have changed over the years,’
says Production Manager Billy Clark, who
has been with the family for over twenty-
eight years. “The sticks are still the best.
Nobody can do it like we do, and now we do
it a lot faster” Clark continues, “All of our
production, sales orders and inventory are
computerized. I can tell with the push of a
button what our orders look like, what we
have for stock and what needs to be turned”

It’salong way fromthe pages of handwritten
charts and order lists that Clark deciphered in
the past. The company is growing at such a
rapid pace that they have recently opened a
new office and distribution facility, separate
from the nearby manufacturing plant.

Today Vater boasts a full line of sticks,
brushes, mallets, specialty sticks, marching
products and accessories, as well as a large,
diverse and influential artist roster, which
includes some of the biggest names and chart -
topping bands in the industry. Drumming
icons like Chad Smith, Stewart Copeland,
Josh Freese, Virgil Donati, John Roberts and
Jimmy Cobb take their place alongside the

“new breed” of up-and-coming
players, such as Chris Pennie,
Kim Thompson, Derek Roddy,
and Will Hunt, brought into
the fold by Director of Artist
Relations and Marketing, Chad
Brandolini.

“These artists contribute to
Vater’s success, not only from
a marketing standpoint, but
they are integral to the design of
some of our most popular stick
models, as well as accessories
that we’ve introduced in the
last decade,” says Brandolini.
“They are definitely part of the
family”

Clarence Vater

The company has a keen eye on the future.
“We're currently working on expanding
Vater’s Educational Division with some of
our great educators like Steve Fidyk and
Dave DiCenso, as well as working with
Pat Gesualdo and his D.A.D. (Drums and
Disabilities) Program,” adds Brandolini.

With their excellent reputation for
“combo” sticks and accessories, the company
hasbranched out further into the challenging
marching and orchestral field, with a full line
of sticks, mallets and accessories for the field
and orchestral player.

Vater not only embraces new technology
as it pertains to manufacturing, but also
entertainment and music. The Company is
featured prominently in the new video game
Rock Band, an all-new platform for gamers to
experience music, giving players the chance
to rock in the shoes of the biggest guitarists,
bassists, drummers and singers of all time.

The root of the company’s success is their
dedication to maintaining the highest degree
of quality. This commitment is what has
brought Vater from the basement of Jack’s
Drum Shop to the forefront of the drumstick

industry. *
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